
Medowie Public School

What’s on at Medowie...
22nd Nov Swim School 11.00am

26th Nov Stage 3 Market Day

27th Nov 2020 Leadership speeches 
10.00am in the hall

28th Nov Kinder 2020 Transition visit 4

29th Nov Netball clinic (selected students)     
Whole school assembly  2.20pm

2nd Dec Band Presentation  2.00pm

3rd Dec Volunteer morning tea 11.10am

5th Dec P & C Xmas disco  5.00pm

Notes in Circulation
Stage 3 Market Day

P & C Christmas raffle tickets

Thursday 21st November 2019Term 4 Week 6

Medowie Public School
ICAS Competition

I’d like to congratulate our Year 2-6 students who par-
ticipated in the ICAS Mathematics competition this year. 
Amelia, Erin and Cooper did extremely well in this com-
petition. Amelia received a merit, Erin a credit and Coop-
er a distinction certificate. Whilst it is wonderful to reach 
these levels it is also important to recognise the students 
who took up the challenge and participated. These exam-
inations are difficult and typically only students who are 
gifted and talented sit them raising the bar even higher. 
Well done Owen, Jessica, Hayden, Caleb, Jemima, Kynan, 
Scott, Zoe, Riley, Holly, Emilee, Breanna and Amber for 
completing this challenging examination.

In the ICAS English examination, Amber received a credit 
and Erin a distinction. Great job girls. Participation certif-
icates were awarded to Cooper, Hayden, Caleb, Campbell, 
Riley and Holly.

Swimming School Rescheduled

Our school has been fortunate to have the missed swim-
ming lessons due to the pool closure made up in Week 8. 
On December 2nd, 3rd and 4th the remaining swim school 
lessons will be completed. These lessons will be held at the 
pool in Tilligery. Students participating in the school swim 
scheme will depart school at 11am and return at 1.15pm. 
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Whole School Assembly

It is lovely to see more chil-
dren reaching the ‘Behav-
iour’ award at last week’s 
assembly. Students who 
reach this level have ob-
tained 20 mini awards 
and will be able to attend 
a morning tea towards the 
end of this term. Similar-
ly, large numbers of chil-
dren have collected 10 mini 
awards and will receive an 
extra half hour of play at 
the end of this school term. 

Well done everyone for reaching these benchmarks. 
As per our fortnightly assembly tradition, merit awards 
were presented to many deserving students. Whilst there 
are only four weeks left, I encourage all of our students to 
keep striving to achieve their best and be recognised for 
their efforts with a merit award.

Mrs Croft and K/1M delighted us at our assembly with a 
presentation about the things they have learned through-
out the school year. They spoke about special occasions 
and their learning and certainly won the ‘cuteness’ factor 
in their video presentation.

Bush Fire Plan

The school’s Bush Fire emergency Management and Evac-
uation Plan is reviewed annually. In the event of the need 
to shelter on our site, Block M and E will be utilised. This 
is the library and adjoining classrooms and the school hall. 
In the event of an offsite evacuation, our school has two 
options. If all road accesses are closed and we can not safe-
ly leave Medowie, our school will evacuate to the Ferodale 
Sporting Complex. Should there be road access available to 
leave Medowie our school will be transported to Irrawang 
Primary School. 
In the recent catastrophic conditions there was much con-
fusion regarding the classification of our school and why 
it was open. This was not helped by many contradictory 
media reports around this classification. Our school is 
classified as ‘bush fire prone’. In catastrophic conditions 
our school will not close unless there is an immediate bush 
fire threat. Schools which are classified ‘high risk bush fire 
prone’ historically close in catastrophic conditions. Direc-
tions as to whether a school is closed or open is made in 
conjunction with the bureau of meteorology and the RFS.

2020 Kindergarten Transition Visits

The Kindergarten visits have continued to run very 
smoothly. It is amazing the growth these children have 
even from week to week. There is one more visit next week 
before they commence their school career next year. Our 



Year Five students will meet with their buddies next week 
for the first time and have lunch with them. This is our 
Year Five students first opportunity to all take a leadership 
role and I feel confident they will all do an amazing job.

Youyoong AECG Awards

Tonight the Youyoong AECG will recognise three Aborig-
inal students from our school for their love of learning. 
In addition, one student from Year 6 is also receiving an 
award for their leadership over their last year of primary 
school. The following students are receiving their love of 
learning awards awards for:
Kendra  – Kendra is an amazing Year 2 student who every 
day demonstrates her love for learning. She displays this 
love through a variety of ways but 
above all, makes her class teach-
er smile as a result of her inquir-
ing mind. Kendra is an extremely 
capable student across all of the 
key learning areas, completing 
her work quietly and confidently. 
Kendra uses her time efficiently 
and always looks to extend her-
self.
Heidi  – Heidi demonstrates an exemplary attitude to-
wards all aspects of her school life. She shows care and con-
sideration to all her peers, helping 
them whenever the need arises. 
Heidi shares her love of learning 
through her commitment, high 
expectations, outstanding behav-
iour, love of reading and ‘no fuss’ 
attitude in the classroom. She is a 
highly valued student who shows 
exceptional maturity beyond that 
of her years.
Jackson – Jack is a caring, polite and considerate student. 
He displays a great work ethic, which he displays every 
day by always giving everything a ‘red hot go’. Jack rel-
ishes in being a role model for his peers by always acting 
responsibly, completing his homework and applying an 

outstanding effort to all set class 
work. Jack particularly enjoys 
writing and maths tasks where 
he is able to solve problem based 
questions.
The Year 6 leadership award is 
presented to:
Jackson – Jack demonstrates 
a strong leadership role with-
in Medowie Public School. He 
demonstrates leadership through his role as secretary in 
the school’s junior AECG, as a member of the school’s rep-
resentative council, as a member of the school’s band and 
as the house captain of Wattle. Jack has expertly carried 
out all of these roles this year. I am sure he will continue 
this great leadership as he enters High School.

Community Christmas Carnival

On Friday 6th December our school’s dance group, choir 
and band will perform at the Community Christmas Car-
nival. Our school is performing from 4pm. All perform-
ers are required to meet near the stage by 3:45pm. This 
should be a wonderful evening and a great way to get into 
the Christmas spirit.

Market Day

Our Year 6 students will be holding a Market Day next 
Tuesday 26th November. Market Day is a fundraising ini-
tiative by Year 6 who run stalls for the rest of our children 
to visit. Stall activities range from 20c to $2. The money 
raised from this event goes toward the Year 6 farewell gift 
to the school.

Presentation Day Sponsorship

I’d like to thank the families who have already sponsored 
our annual Presentation Day. This greatly assists as just 
the book awards themselves total $2000. The school also 
covers the bus transport for students. All donations of $25 
or more will be acknowledged on the back of the program 
and issued with reserved seating.

National Cheerleading Competition

I’d like to wish Addison all the best next week. She is trav-
elling to Melbourne to participate in the  Australian All-
Star Cheerleading National competition. I look forward to 
her coming back to school and letting us know how she has 
performed and her experiences in cheerleading at such a 
high level.
Allison Thompson
Principal



 
MPS SWIM SCHOOL

Students from years 2 & 3 are having fun participating in their swim-
ming lessons at Beresfield Pool. We are learning how to be safe in and 

around the water, floating on our backs and blowing bubbles. 
 

      Jessica from 1/2P -
     My favourite thing about
     swimming lessons is 
     cooling off in the water.

 
  
  

       

         

        

Scarlett from 1/2K – My favourite thing about swimming 
lessons is blowing bubbles.

Caleb from 3/4T – My favourite thing about 
swimming lessons is diving under the water. 

Amelia from 2R - My favourite thing about swimming 
lessons is swimming with my friends.



Hour of Code November 5th- 8th

The Hour of Code Week which is celebrated across the world, was honoured with activities throughout the K-6 Stages. 
It is a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in 180+ countries. 
Anyone, anywhere can organize an Hour of Code event or try any of the over 200+ one-hour tutorials, available in over 
45 languages. 
Our favourite resources for sessions included The Minecraft Scavenger Hunt, Code.org Dance Party and the use of the 
DET T4L on loan devices such as the 10 VR Goggles and AR Apps on the loaned 10 Apple IPhones.
We are sure all community members’ who visited classes and stage groups enjoyed their time with our students and we 
hope also, they came away having learnt more about the importance of coding in our children’s lives. 
The 2019 Science and Technology Syllabus emphasises the importance of digital technologies and has recently man-
dated outcomes for all students to achieve.

STEM and Digital Technologies Teaching and Learning Sessions

Stage 1 

During Terms 1-4 most Stage 1 students have been accessing STEM and 
Digital Technologies during regular Friday morning sessions. 
During these times, students have explored literacy and numeracy opportu-
nities as they explore Apps like ToonTastic 3D, TinyBop, FlipaClips, OSMO, 
Sphero and Dash Robotics, Prezi, Padlet and many more educationally 
based teaching and learning tools. 
As well, their teachers have also had opportunities to learn about new 21st Century Technologies  such as Minecraft AR 
and VR using 10 loaned 360 degree cameras, VR Goggles and AR based Apps and programs.
In the past month 1/2P and 2R, under the guidance of Ms Richards, have further explored the Code.org coding website 
as well as many ideas around the DET backed Minecraft EDU website. Both these sites are freely available to parents 
and children with access to a simple code which all Stage 1 students have on hand. All these activities have significance 
across all Key Learning Areas including English, Maths, Creative Arts and Science and Technology.
Mrs Klein and Mrs Purvis have explored similar ideas and resources. This week their group will explore some 360 
degrees cameras and Iphones on loan from the NSW DET T4L Team. 
We have these for just another 3 weeks so we intend to make the most of these while we can!

Stage 2

During Terms 3 and 4 all Stage 2 students have had access to Digital Technologies 
and STEM based opportunities to explore a broad range of KLA’s using digital 
technologies. 
This has included Minecraft EDU Scavenger Hunt, LittleBits electronic circuitry, 
VR Headsets and Iphone VR / AR Apps. This week they will be exploring more 
ideas about using the on-loan 360 degrees cameras, detachable microscopes with 
the Ipad camera and paper circuitry using copper tape, LED lights and batteries. 
Stage 2 teachers have also been introduced to several new technologies such as 
coding using Dash Blockly Apps, the Code.org website and Minecraft City and 
Town planning. 
In the next few weeks classes will have an opportunity to build their own 
Bristlebot or Scribblebot using motors, wires and battery power. 
If they wish, students may build and purchase these from the school to 
take home.
Again, all these activities have significance across all Key Learning Areas 
including English, Maths, Creative Arts and Science and Technology. 



Draw and Tell HD Pic Collage Kids Book Creator Clips iMotion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn off sound Create a new collage Add in photos Add a video  Start a manual capture 

Draw pictures Use grids to organise 
pictures 

Add in text Add ‘speech while 
recording 

Create a timelapse 

Add a stamp/sticker Add a picture Add in audio Edit a video Delete one frame 

Insert picture Cut around an image Change colour of text Add a poster Change the frame rate 

Draw on picture Add stickers Change font Add a filter to a video Export to camera roll 

Create audio Layer images Change colour of pages Add a speech bubble, 
text banner or emoji 

Stop capturing and 
start capture again 

Add a stencil Add text Make a comic book Add a photo Create a new movie 

Find your drawings Search the web for a 
picture 

Share book with 
another person 

Add music Change the interval of 
the time lapse 

   Save to the 
camera roll 

Add in a different 
background 

Read book in iBooks Save to camera roll Explore additional   
features 

 Save to the camera 
roll 

 Add more video and/or 
posters 

 

     

STEM News Continued....



Library News

THANKYOU, everyone who has returned library books. There has 
been a steady number of books being returned weekly. There 
are only four weeks of school remaining for the year, which 
means overdue books from term 3 and 4 need to be returned 
now. Students can still enjoy borrowing up to Week 8, but 
your wonderful help in searching for those lost books is much 
appreciated as we draw closer to the end of the school year. 
Currently, during lunchtime the library is having a Mr Chicken 
colour in competition. Mr Chicken is a book character created by 
author Leigh Hobbs. Winners will have their masterpiece displayed 
on a wall to help decorate the library. We already have some 

hanging in a window and they look great. Fun Fact: Read 20 minutes a day and you’ll read 1,800,000 words 
per year! Happy reading from the Library staff.

Samaritans Giving Tree 

There has already been very generous donations of grocery items, gifts, Christmas food and wrapping 
paper. Thank you to all those who have given to those in need during the festive season. Especially to a 
brother and sister who used their pocket money to buy some gifts, 
this is a wonderful example of what Christmas means. All students 
can help give by coming to the library at lunchtime to colour in 
Christmas cards, which are being placed on the Christmas tree and 
will be donated. The Giving Tree will be in the Library until Thursday 
5th December Week 8. On this day a representative from the 
Samaritans will attend morning assembly to accept our donations. 
Please pull up your socks and give to this Sockember!  

 

Thank You 

Parent Helpers! 

Volunteer 
morning tea 

Tues 3rd Dec 

11:10am 

Please rsvp on 
49828222 

 

Presentation Day 2019 

An Invitation to Parents and Family 

You are invited to join us at the 
Medowie Public School 

K-6 Presentation Day Ceremony 
Friday, 13th December 2019 

at the 
Irrawang High School Hall 

commencing at  
10.00a.m. 

Finishing at approximately 
 11.30a.m. 

 



Defence News

We have had a big few weeks!!
Remembrance Day
I am so proud of how well Tyler, Leah, Dean, Will, Aidan, Heidi and Jade ran the Remembrance Day Assembly, you 
should be extremely proud!

Our show of support for the soldiers past and present was very moving. Classes participated in a talk about what Re-
membrance Day is, with memorabilia shown from the war memorial and then all made a poppy which was ‘planted’ out 
the front of our school. We also created a ‘human poppy’!



Ethics classes provide an alternative during scripture time in NSW public primary schools. While we 
have strong interest from parents in Ethics classes at MPS, and have had classes running in previous 
years, the program is not currently active due to a lack of volunteer teachers. 

My name is Kelly Kurtz and I have recently taken on the position of volunteer Ethics Coordinator for 
our school. I am looking to recruit parents interested in becoming volunteer teachers to re-establish 
the Primary Ethics program at MPS. 

Ethics classes include scenarios, group work and activities to encourage children to think about what 
they should do in different situations, about how those circumstances might make a difference and 
about the consequences of their actions. Children discuss topic such as: - imagining how others feel - 
how do we treat living things? - what is laziness? - how do we disagree in a respectful way?  

Lesson plans are provided by Primary Ethics and have been approved by the Department of Education. 
The classes are facilitated by a volunteer ethics teacher who received full training through online 
modules and a comprehensive 2 day workshop. 

If you are interested in learning more and becoming a volunteer teacher, contact Kelly Kurtz on 0408 
695 261 or kelly27kurtz@gmail.com. Also visit primaryethics.com.au to see lesson topics and learn 
more about the Primary Ethics program. I will also be holding information sessions during term 4 
where I will share my own experiences about how rewarding it is to teach Ethics classes and answer 
questions – contact me to register your interest. 

 

    Wanted

Old toothbrushes hairbrushes and scrubbing brushes

Old phones (working)  for Robotics

Old Phone (not working) for tinkering

Equipment and Computers for Tinkering  (AKA gentle unscrewing and explor-
ing parts) i.e.
Desktops and laptops- no screen apart from with the laptops
Printers (without the INK)
Standard home phones
Any electrical equipment- leads cut off please
Any mechanical equipment- to pull apart

Thank you - Please contact Mrs Sue Purvis re the larger items



P & C News

Colour Fun Run

Thank you to everyone, teachers, parents, carers, children 
and the organisers for our wonderful 2019 Colour Fun Run.   
Such a popular fun run and the early indicators are approxi-
mately a $6,000.00 profit!  
Funds raised will be contributed towards the School purchas-
ing Aquabubblers in the future.
 
Thank you to Angela who collected all empty water bottles to 
take down and recycle. 

Thank you to Irrawang High School volunteers for allowing 
the 10 students to come and assist on the day.  

Thank you to those volunteers who helped on the day and 
assisted with set up.

Thank you especially to Mel and Terrie who arranged and 
made the colour fun run 2019 as successful as ever!

Christmas Raffle 

We have some fantastic prizes rolling in from local business-
es.  Check out the P&C Facebook page, click on the Christmas 
Raffle Event to see some of our wonderful prizes donated so 
far with more coming in. 

Tickets are only $1.00 each, extra tickets are available at the 
School Office and the Uniform Shop. 

Upcoming events this December:  

5 December – Christmas Disco 

Our term 4 Christmas Disco is on Thursday, 5 December 
2019 
Whole School 5.00-6.30pm
 
Come dressed in your favourite Christmas outfits to show our 
very special guest!
 
Enjoying music, dancing, games and prizes.  Canteen will be 
open (Eftpos available).  

Entry is $2.00
Parents must remain to supervise their children. 

9 December 2019  

Last P&C Meeting for 2019 @ 5.00pm in the 
School Library.  All welcome!  

16 December – Christmas Raffle is drawn

Thank you for supporting Medowie Public School 
through P&C activities. To contact P&C, email 
pandcmedowie@hotmail.com. 



Presentation Day Sponsorship 2019

The Medowie Public School Presentation Day Ceremony will be held at Irrawang High School on Friday 13th Decem-
ber 2019 commencing at 10am.  You are cordially invited to attend.

Over the years we have relied upon our local businesses for sponsorship to purchase awards for the students, many of 
them being parents of children at our school.  We have been very fortunate to have received generous support so that 
we could provide the many book vouchers and trophies for pupils K-6. 

We would like to extend an invitation to any parents who wish to make a contribution to the 2019 Presentation Day 
awards, either as individuals or as representative of a business, to complete the Sponsorship slip below and return it to 
the office with details of your donation. Cash, cheque or EFTPOS can be accepted at the office.  Online payments can be 
made using the ‘Make a Payment’ quicklink on the school website – Select ‘Other’ and then enter ‘Presentation Day’ as 
the Payment Description.  Tax receipts are issued for all donations.
 
Sponsorship received is pooled and then spread evenly over all awards from K-6, including academic, sporting and 
cultural awards. All donations of $25 or more will be acknowledged on the back of the program, and tickets issued for 
‘Reserved’ seating. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Allison Thompson
Principal
    



Please accept my donation of $                    for the Presentation Day Sponsorship. I would like my name or business 
name to appear on the program as: 

.....................................................................................................................................................

For receipting purposes my details are:

Name……………………………………………………………..         Phone…………………………………………………..

Please send my receipt home with:
 

Name of eldest student at MPS……………………………………………………………………… Class……………


